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BUILDERS GIVE BACK

BY SALLY KEENEY
CORRESPONDENT

During the Parade of Homes two builders, Innovative
Construction Group (ICG) Homes and Garman Homes,
are tying fundraising efforts to two good causes: Autism
Society of North Carolina (ASNC) and Duke Children’s
Hospital and Health Center.
ICG Homes’ Ryan Perry has been coordinating the
building of three playhomes in what is a new fundrais-
er to benefit ASNC – All Play for Autism. One of the
playhomes will be donated to a child within the autism
spectrum that ASNC will select through an application
process. The other two playhomes – one for a girl and
one for a boy, will be raffled off in early December.
“One hundred percent of the money raised through the
raffle will be donated to the Autism Society,” Perry said.
ASNC is a statewide organization committed to pro-
viding support and promoting opportunities to enhance
the lives of individuals within the autism spectrum and
their families. Every dollar raised stays within North
Carolina, helping people who live and work in local com-
munities, according to their website. For more informa-
tion on All Play for Autism and how to purchase a $20
raffle ticket or request an application, visit icghomes.
com/all-play-for-autism.
The “Girls” playhouse can be viewed at a new ICG
Home in Carlton Pointe at 414 Bendemeer Lane in
Rolesville during the HBA of Raleigh-Wake County
Parade of Homes which runs in tandem with the HBA
Parade of Homes in Durham Orange and Chatham Coun-
ties (HBADOC).
The “Boys” play house can be viewed at 425 Nickel
Creek Circle in Weycroft Reserve which is a 10-minute
drive from Research Triangle Park, Interstate 540, and
Southpoint Mall. This neighborhood of 45 single-family,
executive homes has a Durham mailing address but is
located in northern Chatham County and has been an-
nexed into suburban Cary. Children living in Weycroft
Reserve would attend Chatham County Schools.
The Broadleaf floor plan/elevation of 3,320 square feet
is priced at $649,900 and can be found in the HBADOC
Parade Tour Book at C-31 or online at icghomes.com.
The house features an open floor plan, custom tile work
in the baths and kitchen, a downstairs guest suite and
gourmet kitchen.

2015 Miracle Home
The Miracle Home is a benefit house constructed as a
fundraiser to support Duke Children’s Hospital & Health
Center. Like automobiles, the Miracle Home of 2015 has

been completed in the year before Garman Homes will
donate $200,000 to the annual MIX 101.5 Radiothon,
which is Duke Children’s Hospital’s largest fundraising
event.
The 2015 Miracle Home has been built by Garman
Homes at 28 Harlow Bend in Briar Chapel, which has a
Chapel Hill mailing address but is located in North Cha-
tham County. The 2,274-square-foot layout was inspired
by one of Garman Homes’ construction managers, Kevin
Kube, and his wife Debbi. Kube found himself in need
of two main-floor bedrooms after his wife had surgery,
according to Alaina Money, a division vice president for
Garman Homes.
“Their situation inspired us to create a floor plan
where the caregiver could rest on the same floor as the
person in need of care,” Money said.
The Miracle Home has more square footage – 2,900
– thanks to a hidden room over the kitchen and great
room. Painted in colors used in the lobby at the Duke
Children’s Hospital, this whimsical second-story room
has feather lanterns and wooden swings attached to the
ceiling with nautical roping. The room also has a drap-
ery-cloaked elevated place to read your favorite book or
stage a play.
The $470,000 house has three outdoor spaces: front
porch, sunken outdoor living space with fire pit, and an
upstairs balcony off a screened sleeping porch. The din-
ing room of the house can be closed off with sliding barn
doors made of reclaimed wood.
“We hope all of these spaces will inspire the family liv-
ing here to be with each other,” Money said.

We are lacking in afford-
able housing options for lower
income people in Chapel Hill
and Carrboro for many rea-
sons. Some of those reasons
are the direct consequences

of decisions we
have made lo-
cally. For ex-
ample, about
thirty years ago
some visionar-
ies in Orange
County deter-
mined that we
did not want to
encourage sub-
urban sprawl, so
we created the
urban services

boundary and the rural buffer.
The urban services boundary
limits where municipal water
and sewer services will be pro-
vided.
Outside that boundary, land
owners must rely on well wa-
ter and septic fields. Thus,
development in this rural
buffer must be fairly low den-
sity, which prohibits suburban
sprawl. Although we all ap-
preciate having farm land just
a few miles from our down-
towns, the urban services
boundary has also probably
caused land prices within the
boundary to be higher than if
the boundary did not exist.
As the population of our
towns has increased over time
and the land that has access
to water and sewer has been
developed, developers have
sought increased density in
developments such as Green-
bridge, 140 West Franklin,
300 East Main and others.
These newer developments
are taller than would have
been contemplated 20 or 30
years ago. But circumstances
change over time and elected
officials recognize that our
towns must change as well.
As a 20 year resident of Car-
rboro, I truly appreciate the
beauty of the farm land that
is just minutes from my home.
As an affordable housing ad-
vocate, I understand there is
a community cost to maintain-
ing that pristine land. I feel
very fortunate that my wife
and I could afford to purchase
a home in a great neighbor-
hood with easy access to our
downtowns. Not everyone has
that same good fortune.
In fact, increasingly, fewer
households with modest in-
comes are able to buy homes
or even afford to rent homes in
our community. This trend is
surely not caused solely by the
rural buffer. There are other,
larger trends at work here,
notably the increasing income
and wealth gap between the
few and the many. But no
matter the cause, we should
recognize these trends and the
impacts they will continue to
have on our community.
As we move into the future
and growth continues, how
will we provide housing op-
tions for regular working
folks? We need citizens like
teachers and public sector
workers living in and contrib-
uting to our community. How
do we do that?

Robert Dowling is the
executive director of Community

Home Trust. Reach him at
rdowling@communityhometrust.org.

One weekend to go
Today and October 17-19, Noon - 5 pm
FREE and OPEN to the PUBLIC
37 New Home Neighborhoods in 4 Counties: Alamance,
Chatham, Durham and Orange
The HBA’s Online Tour Guide and Mobile Media Apps
are at hbadoc.com Click on “Events,” then “Parade of
Homes.”

PHOTOS BY SALLY KEENEY
The ICG Homes’ playhouse to benefit the Autism Society of North Carolina can be seen at 425 Nickel Creek Circle in Weycroft Reserve during the
Parade of Homes. The gourmet kitchen has custom trim work accenting the 10-foot ceilings.

A whimsical retreat hides behind a revolving bookcase door in the
Miracle Home in Briar Chapel.

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED BY GARMAN HOMES
The exterior of the Miracle Home built by Garman Homes in Briar Chapel.

Dedication to quality.
Commitment to excellence.

These are the cornerstones of Horizon
Custom Builders’ construction philosophy.

Now Building in Fieldstone and Harrison Pond!
(Off of Manns Chapel Road)

Tour our Parade GOLD WINNER at Lot 39 in Harrison Pond and our SILVER WINNER at Lot 17 in Fieldstone from Noon - 5 pm today!

919.291.5024
www.horizoncustombuilders.com

No purchase is required.
Contest is open to NC and

SC residents who are 18
years of age or older at the
time of entry. Guests must

be age 5 or older. Limit
one entry per person. Visit

contest.allentate.com to
see the complete rules.

contest.allentate.com
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